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Stetson junior leads Hatters to first win against Belmont in nine tries 

Smith Carries Stetson as Player of the Week 
 
MACON, Ga. – Stetson’s A.J. Smith capped a stellar week for the Hatters with a career-high 32 points 
against Belmont to earn his first Player of the Week award, the conference office announced on 
Tuesday. 
 
Smith, a junior from Cocoa, Fla., helped Stetson sweep the conference’s two Nashville schools, Belmont 
and Lipscomb, for the just the second time in school history. He scored 22 points against Lipscomb on 
Saturday including 13 in the second half and overtime. Two days later, the Pre-Engineering major, 
experienced a career night setting all-time highs in points (32) and rebounds with nine, carrying the 
Hatters past the Bruins for the first time in more than four years. He equaled a team record for 3-point 
attempts in a game with 12 versus Belmont shooting 6-for-12 from beyond the arc. He was also 9-18 
from the field and 8-9 from the line. 
 
In the eight seasons in which Belmont has been part of the Atlantic Sun, only once has an A-Sun player 
torched the Bruins for more points in a single game than the 32 Smith scored on Monday night. On Dec. 
3, 2005, Kennesaw State’s Golden Ingle amassed 34 in a 91-87 victory. Smith became just the fifth A-
Sun player to score 30 against Belmont and the first since another former Owl, Ronell Wooten, scored 
30 on Jan. 24, 2008. 
 
The Atlantic Sun Conference is an 11-member league committed to Building Winners for Life. The A-
Sun stands for achievement with integrity in both the academic and athletic arenas, with a focus on the 
balance between the two for our student-athletes. Headquartered in Macon, Ga., the A-Sun boasts six of 
the top eight media markets in the Southeast. The A-Sun includes a blend of the most prestigious and 
dynamic private and public institutions in the region: Belmont University, Campbell University, East 
Tennessee State University, Florida Gulf Coast University, Jacksonville University, Kennesaw State 
University, Lipscomb University, Mercer University, University of North Florida, University of South 
Carolina Upstate and Stetson University. 
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Other Top Performers  
 
Marcus Allen, Jacksonville (Sr. - C - Hollywood, Fla. - Communications) --  Picked up his fourth 
double-double of the season against Upstate (12 points, 10 rebounds)...has scored in double figures in 
three straight...his five blocks vs. ETSU was a season-high, including a key block late in regulation that 
forced overtime. 
 
Bobby Davis, USC Upstate (Sr. - F - Aiken, S.C. - Business Management) -- Led Upstate to a 1-1 record 
last week while averaging a double-double. Was the only consistent threat for Upstate in the 51-50 loss 
at UNF; Finished with a dominating 19 points and 16 rebounds (career-high) in the game. No other 
Spartan finished in double figures with the next leading scorer had nine points and the next leading 
rebounder had three boards. Also had three steals and was 7-of-10 from the line. Against Jacksonville 
Sunday, grabbed 11 rebounds, scored eight points and dished out three assists in helping lead Upstate 
over the front-running Dolphins. Despite not finishing in double figures in scoring, he was a force and a 
focus of JU's defense which opened things up for Nick Schneiders. 
 
James Florence, Mercer (Jr. - G - Marietta, Ga. - Business Management) -- Florence averaged 20.5 
points in two home contests last week, posting game-highs in both contests - and notching game-highs 
in Mercer’s last four contests. The junior guard has taken sole possession of first place on Mercer’s all-
time 3-point field goals made list, draining his 159th career trey in Monday night’s game against 
Campbell. 
 
Jonathan Rodriguez, Campbell (Jr. - F - Bayamon, Puerto Rico  - Sport management) -- Rodriguez has 
recorded double-doubles in 4-straight games, including all 3 wins over the past week.  He has led the 
Camels win 7 wins in their last 11 games and into a tie for fourth place in the A-Sun standings. He 
started the week last Wednesday with 19 points and 11 rebounds in a 78-62 victory over Florida Gulf 
Coast.  J-Rod added 13 poitns and a season-high 15 rebounds, plus four assists in an 87-44 win Saturday 
at Kennesaw State.  He then topped CU with 15 points and 10 boards in a 92-73 win at Mercer on 
Monday. Along the way, Rodriguez moved into 23rd place on the A-Sun career scoring list (1532 
points) and 10th on Campbell's career charts.  In addition, he moved into 12th place on the A-Sun career 
rebounding list (762 boards in 82 games). Rodriguez ranks among the A-Sun's top five in both scoring 
(16.8) and rebounding (8.5), while also ranking among the league leaders in field goal percentage (.498) 
and free throw shooting (.789). 
 
Mike Smith, ETSU (Jr. - G - Vandalia, Mo. - Business) -- Smith posted back-to-back double-doubles for 
the Buccaneers last week, with 18 points and a career high 16 rebounds in the loss to Jacksonville (1/30) 
and 14 rebounds and a career best 24 points in the win over North Florida ... Smith posted his numbers 
against UNF despite suffering from the an illness ... Smith played all 45 minutes in the overtime game 
with JU and then played another 37 minutes in the UNF contest. 
 

 
 


